At what point does a stereotype
become dangerous?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Give students 2–3 minutes to write quietly.


A joke

A rumor

A repeated assumption

A public speech

A law

A policy

Violence



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Which of these feels harmless?�Which feels serious?�Where is the turning point?
Let them discuss briefly.



FROM STEREOTYPES TO SYSTEMS

How Antisemitic Ideas Became Policy


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today we are shifting from Rose’s personal story to the larger historical system around her. We’re examining how antisemitic stereotypes developed and how they moved from ideas into laws and actions. The Holocaust did not begin with camps. It began with ideas — repeated, normalized, and eventually written into law. Today we are tracing that progression. Our focus is on patterns and progression — not graphic details.



KEY INQUIRY
QUESTION

How do
stereotypes
become

powerful enough
to shape laws
and society?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This question guides today’s lesson. In Lesson 1, we examined where stereotypes come from. In Lesson 2, we saw how they affected one person. Today we ask: What happens when those same ideas are supported by authority and institutions?
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Exaggerated features Antisemitism
referencing antisemitic
stereotypes include:
dark, curly hair; enlarged, \. /

hooked nose; snarling
facial expression.

The British flag symbolizes
Jews’ perceived loyalty
to Great Britain and

disloyalty to Germany. Existed in Eu rope
long before the
The hammer and sickle

and the dollar sign denote HOIOC&U st

contradictory stereotypes, \- /
presenting Jews as both

Communist traitors and

greedy capitalists.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Antisemitism is not something that began in the 1930s. It has existed for centuries in Europe. Jewish communities were often treated as outsiders and blamed during times of crisis. The Holocaust did not begin with violence — it began with ideas that had already been circulating.

Antisemitism was not invented in the 1930s. It has deep historical roots.
In medieval Europe, Jewish people were often legally restricted. They were sometimes required to live in specific neighborhoods, which later became known as ghettos.
During the Black Death, when people did not understand how disease spread, Jewish communities were falsely accused of poisoning wells. This is an example of scapegoating — blaming a group during crisis.
Jewish communities were expelled from multiple European countries over centuries. These expulsions were based on prejudice, not evidence.
In the late 1800s, pogroms — organized violent attacks — occurred in parts of Eastern Europe.
By the early 20th century, conspiracy theories about Jewish power were circulating widely. The Nazis later used these long-standing myths to justify discrimination and violence.
You might pause and ask:
What pattern do you notice across these examples?
Guide students toward:
Repetition
Scapegoating during crisis
Legal restriction
Expulsion
Violence escalating over time


Image Source: https://www.philaholocaustmemorial.org/learn-explore/antisemitism-explained/ 
Also additional examples if you wish to go deeper with students 


COMMON HISTORICAL
STEREOTYPES

* Harmful stereotypes portrayed Jewish
people as:
* Disloyal
* Greedy
* Dangerous
* Controlling

* These were false and intentionally
spread.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Image source: https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/propaganda/1939-1945-war/behind-enemy-powers-the-jew

The image is a recreation by the museum of the German poster with English translation

It is important to be clear: these stereotypes were not true. They were exaggerated and repeated to create fear and division. Repetition made them seem normal. Over time, these ideas shaped public opinion.
Keep tone calm and factual here



|. Why might societies blame one group during times of
crisis?

2. Why are stereotypes easier than complex explanations!?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ask students to think: During economic hardship or political instability, why might leaders blame one group? Stereotypes provide simple answers to complex problems. They give people someone to blame.


ESCALATION PATTERN

Social Acceptance
Law & Policy



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the progression we are tracing.�First: Ideas circulate.�Then: Those ideas become widely accepted.�Next: Laws begin reflecting those beliefs.�Finally: Actions and persecution follow.
This progression did not happen overnight — it developed step by step.



LAW & POLICY

* Example: Nuremberg
Laws (1935)

* Removed citizenship
* Restricted rights

* Legally separated
Jewish people



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Nuremberg Laws legally defined who was Jewish and removed rights from Jewish citizens. This shows how stereotypes became institutionalized. When stereotypes are written into law, they gain power and legitimacy.
Source: https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-nuremberg-race-laws
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SEGREGATION
AND
VIOLENCE



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Walk through briefly:
Stereotypes circulated socially.
Nazi propaganda repeated and exaggerated them.
Laws (like the Nuremberg Laws) removed rights from Jewish people.
Segregation, forced labour, and eventually genocide followed.�


The Progression of Stereotypes

ACTIVITY

Stage

What Happens

Example from History

Stereotype

Laws

Actions

* In each row, explain
what happened at
that stage.

* Give at least one
specific historical
example.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you work, think about:
How did the stereotype begin?
How did it spread?
What happened when it became accepted?
What changed when laws were introduced?
Be ready to share one pattern you notice.

Debrief: Looking at your chart, where do you see the turning point — when stereotypes stopped being just ideas and became something more powerful?


How does Rose’s story reflect this larger
system?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ask:
Why does Rose need to hide her identity?
Who has the power to determine her safety?
How do stereotypes shape the rules around her?
Help students see that her experience is part of a larger pattern.

Alternative questions:
Where do we see this progression affecting Rose?
What laws or social expectations shape her need to hide?
How does her personal story reflect a larger system?



* Based on today’s lesson, what new ADD TO
consequences need to be added? THE

IDEOGRAM



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let students independently add:
Loss of rights
Forced labour
Segregation
Legal discrimination
Violence
Genocide (depending on grade)��
Then ask:
Do stereotypes stay ideas?
�
Bridge to Lesson 4
End with:
“If stereotypes can grow into systems, what responsibility do societies have to challenge them?”
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