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[00:00:00] Janis Brooks: Okay. So today we are speaking with chief Gordon planets from the South first nation, which is located [00:00:10] on Southern Vancouver Island, near the community of Souk. Um, so chief planets, your community is obviously, [00:00:20] you know, near the ocean. And in a bit of a more rural setting, what are some of your community's biggest concerns related to climate change and [00:00:30] adaptation?
[00:00:33] Gordon Planes: My traditional name is HYA-QUATCHA, I'm named after my great grandfather from Scia-new the salmon people. And I've been chief for over a decade now. I [00:00:10] live in the village SCIA-O-SUN of overlooking the Northern straits of the Salish sea and it encompasses a territory all the way up from race rocks [00:00:20] all the way up to the entrance of the straits of Juan de Fuca.
[00:00:24] So it just paints a picture of a little bit of the size scope and scale of our [00:00:30] territory because our territory also extends to the American side and our people relied on those resources [00:00:40] of elk on the other side, and also how we shared those resources with the tribe of the lower (unsure) and the (unsure).
And if you were to draw a map [00:01:40] of our territory, you would understand how water plays a huge role in everything that we do. I think water plays [00:01:50] a big role in all our lives, but I think we don't think about [00:02:00] enough. We just turn on the tap and use it anytime of one. for us water plays two key roles, uh, for us number, number [00:02:10] one, it's, it's our identity of who we are.
[00:02:14] Our territorial map is [00:02:20] made out of water. And also we relied on water for transportation. And when you talk about the first question, [00:02:30] uh, what our biggest concerns are, and that would be our law of our [00:02:40] old way of life. And then saying that are all those. Gifts going to be there in the future.
[00:02:47] And, and what, [00:02:50] what is the speed of those resources? going to be the planet? So for us, [00:03:00] it's like we have a lot of gifts in our territory, but we have to figure out what the future brings for us, because if we do look a hundred years [00:03:10] ahead,
[00:03:14] It might not be very good. So I just want to relay those words in regards to [00:03:20] climate change and adaptation. Our old lot, our old way of life protects us. [00:03:30] I'll leave it at that. 
[00:03:31] Janis Brooks: Thank you, chief, is your community currently undertaking any climate adaptation or mitigation actions? [00:03:40] 
[00:03:40] Gordon Planes: Well, when you think about it, you know, even when you think about flights we lived through it.
[00:03:48] We, [00:03:50] our history of who we are as people made songs about it, [00:04:00] we have, we have a history that was passed down that way. We learned from it. And [00:04:10] we're still learning from it today even so much. So knowing about the risks of wildfires for an [00:04:20] example you know, when it happened with California, Washington state, Oregon [00:04:30] our people always burnt the mountains for the blue town, that potato, but there is not just for food.
[00:04:38] I think. [00:04:40] Over time, the first nations laws that governed ourselves, those laws [00:04:50] came from the environment. And within those laws, we stayed with those laws because they taught us how to survive. And one of those [00:05:00] laws is we are, if we're out of balance, we've got to bring ourselves back into balance.
[00:05:04] So again, when we talk about wildfire risks and things like that. [00:05:10] Well, if we know how to balance that risk, we'll probably do better when it comes to floods, like things of that nature. [00:05:20] our ancestors knew how to balance that and, and, and prepare ourselves like going to the highest mountain and having those places that are [00:05:30] prepared for us in case the bad times come.
[00:05:34] Janis Brooks: That's great. Thank you. So is that something that your community is still sort of weaving [00:05:40] into the work that you're doing today around community development or emergency planning? 
[00:05:46] Gordon Planes: Yes. And the reason being is that we see that the [00:05:50] resources are changing. Weather patterns are changing. We need to prepare ourselves better.
[00:05:55] We need a lighter footprint on mother earth. And we need to work [00:06:00] together and look at ways of adapting at a faster pace than we are in the past. In regards to that, even, [00:06:10] an adaptation is like, uh, you know, the village, uh, right at big river at the mouth, they call it the Sooke river. We [00:06:20] call it (T’Sou-ke language), big river, it's getting undermined and, uh, falling into the river and [00:06:30] we're, we're trying to find ways of working with different people to try to mitigate that. And that's so important to us. And and of course when you [00:06:40] think about all this, the first thing I think about is those changes that happened over the course of a hundred years.
[00:06:48] And what are the changes [00:06:50] you anticipate could happen in the next hundred years? So if you always think a hundred years ahead and you look a hundred years past, that'll give you kind of like a measuring stick [00:07:00] on what you can achieve in this certain amount of time and what kind of information you can hand down to the young ones and how can those young ones [00:07:10] have not down to their children, not born yet.
[00:07:13] And those are the most important elements of first nations is that knowledge exchange from our [00:07:20] ancestors all the way to our babies that aren't born yet. 
[00:07:26] Janis Brooks: Thank you. And that, that flows really nicely [00:07:30] into the next question, because I'd love to talk a bit more about some of the values that are a little bit more unique to first nations communities.[00:07:40] 
[00:07:40] and understanding what you would like professionals, whether that's engineers or planners or forestry people [00:07:50] coming into work with your community, what would you like them to know about respectfully upholding indigenous knowledge and value? [00:08:00] 
[00:08:00] Gordon Planes:  I think one of the, one of the things is that I see.
[00:08:07] Is when you have someone [00:08:10] coming to our community and you're talking about certain elements, you're talking about history, you're talking about our old way of [00:08:20] living. We talk about our spirituality and may it be an engineer? May it be, may it be PR [00:08:30] professionals? And, well registered professional force, there's fisheries, biologists, um, um, anyone that comes in [00:08:40] here and, and you know, some of the questions we might ask or they might ask of us [00:08:50] do you know, trees are alive and, you know, so we have a understanding together.
[00:08:56]trees are living things. They [00:09:00] grow every year, but how will I be? I think the tree is compared to a human being and maybe that's the difference between first nations [00:09:10] and professional people. They have their views and because they've [00:09:20] gone to university and got these degrees that maybe they come in with a different viewpoint.
[00:09:28] Thinking that they, [00:09:30] they have more knowledge, uh, Western science knowledge. That will probably be the [00:09:40] the superior knowledge when they come and see us or other first nations, they come over and go, well, we [00:09:50] have a relationship with all living things, and that includes trees. And we don't really care about your Western science, if you believe it [00:10:00] or not.
[00:10:00] Our spiritualities wrapped around our territory and our ancestors taught us that the only way to take care of the [00:10:10] environment is to know that everything's living and you need to respect all living things. So that perspective's a little different than Western [00:10:20] science and maybe. That's a place for very good conversation because I don't think you could [00:10:30] have this kind of the conversation 30 years ago, 40 years ago, 50 years ago, this conversation is coming up more.[00:10:40] 
[00:10:40] And the reason being is we're starting to get a voice and that voice is wrapped around our ancestors and our ancestors knew [00:10:50] how to take care of mother earth. And, um, they handed that down and I think it's important to note that those teachings [00:11:00] are our university. They have their university, we have ours. Thank you. [00:11:10] 
[00:11:10] Janis Brooks: I'd like to talk a bit now about some of the experience that you and your community have had in working with non-indigenous [00:11:20] professionals or, or have you had experience working with non-indigenous professionals on climate related projects [00:11:30] and, and discussing here, you know, If those experiences have been good, what worked well and what might other professionals learn from this?
[00:11:39] And [00:11:40] similarly, if, if they haven't been good, where could they have been improved? 
[00:11:44] Gordon Planes: Well, the way I see it is when we work with professional people that come to our [00:11:50] that comes to our nation, they, we look at it in a way of a capacity building element. And I think it goes both ways. [00:12:00] we, we want to share in, uh, experiences that happened in our past, and we want to find out [00:12:10] all the information about, um, how, how the world works in your eyes and also, and when it [00:12:20] comes to economic development, They see having first nations on side is a good way of a partnership going [00:12:30] forward.
[00:12:31] And again, in the past, it wasn't like that. But now it's, it's like I think, I think what we're doing right [00:12:40] now, and I don't think we can really put a mark on it, but I really believe we're building [00:12:50] a different Canada. We're building a better Canada. We're building a better open Canada, we're we're experimenting right now.[00:13:00] 
[00:13:00] And when, you know when I just think about that question in itself, [00:13:10] talk about your experience working with non-indigenous professionals on climate related projects in your community. We think about it. How can [00:13:20] prepare for what comes next and what kind of values can first nations, add to it that will really help [00:13:30] is that I'd say look a hundred years ahead.
[00:13:35] Don't look at the next election cycle. And also [00:13:40] maybe if we do that and put our minds to a different place as we go forward, working with bless through science. We can take the greed out of it. [00:13:50] And if we take the greed out of it, then we get to disperse more all over. Not only to human beings, to all living things, including [00:14:00] cedar trees.
[00:14:01] So if we think about it that way, we don't think about just us. We think about everything and we can't get our humans. Can't get [00:14:10] past us. Humans got to get you a path status. As for humans and no, there's a lot of teachers out there [00:14:20] and they're a lot smarter than professional people. And those teachers are actually the environment and the animals and the trees and [00:14:30] the water that you name it, the wind.
[00:14:33] And we're not listening to it. And I think that's the problem we face every day. [00:14:40] Mother nature is talking to us. The animals are talking to us. The trees are talking to us. The water's talking to us and we're not listening. So I think first nations are [00:14:50] going to help everyone else listen. And then if we do that collectively working together, we could actually make positive [00:15:00] changes.
[00:15:01] Because we're looking a hundred years ahead thinking about those babies not yet born. And then all of a sudden we enter into a constitution. [00:15:10] Canadians cannot understand that a first nation constitution, like ours, is not meant for us just living where we are. It's about the [00:15:20] future. And if we do that, that means that we're investing in the environment and that investment is going to pay off big time.
[00:15:29] And that's what [00:15:30] it, that's, all it is, is investing in something that's here that sustains us forever. And it always will. If we [00:15:40] stay with the constitutional laws that the creator gave us and told us to stick with it, you guys will be fine. If you don't stick with [00:15:50] it, you're not going to be fine. It's as simple as that 
[00:15:56] Janis Brooks: kind of thing off script for a second here.
[00:15:58] And just ask a bit [00:16:00] of a sub question. So I've taken a few of the courses that railroads offer. And my background on my mother's side is, um, [00:16:10] Is first nations as well. So one of the things that I struggled with, and I'd love to get your perspective on, is in a lot of the sort of literature and [00:16:20] courses around natural assets and managing them for climate adaptation, they talk about.
[00:16:26] Ownership of assets. And for me right away, [00:16:30] I was like, you don't own mother nature, you're a steward or a caretaker. So I'd love to get a bit of your perspective on, you know, sort of that Western idea [00:16:40] of owning an asset or land in that type of way versus what the first nations or indigenous perspective would be.[00:16:50] 
[00:16:50] Gordon Planes: Well, when you, when you just think about it and that kind of perspective, you think about our longhouses at one time, there's along the coast. There's [00:17:00] 10,000 long houses and 30,000 canoes. And, you know, they're made out of Cedar. They lasted a very long time. They're a [00:17:10] light footprint, they're renewable, you know, there's a spiritual prayer ceremony.
[00:17:17] There is even a tree down. [00:17:20] to be able to utilize that, that tree is honoring that tree in a way that after the life of that tree is done, it goes back to the mother and [00:17:30] replenishes again. So the cycle of life that happens to all of us is that we are a part of mother earth. The creator brought us here for a [00:17:40] reason.
[00:17:40] At a later time we're all going to go back to the mother and include the Cedar tree. So that's just one instance of, [00:17:50] first nations, respecting mother earth in a way that no, that at a later time, we're all going to go back and we're all gonna go back [00:18:00] to be a part of helping mother earth. And that means that we're going to the ground.
[00:18:05] May it be other ways, anything that you see around [00:18:10] us is all going to go into the ground. And if we don't treat it respectfully, then there's going to [00:18:20] be recourse to that. And I think if we were to really get to the fundamentals of tribal and state around the globe, [00:18:30] I think the last first nations on the planet, no, I think every society, every country in the world were tribal.
[00:18:39] I think there's a [00:18:40] lot of tribes that've been lost in the last few hundred years. The ones that do have it left are the ones that are connected to mother. And I think if we [00:18:50] lose that connection, we lose not only identity, we lose that identity more and more as the next generations come [00:19:00] up. And then we start taking advantage.
[00:19:03] I think what's happened around the globe is we've been taken advantage of, [00:19:10] globally with a huge population base. And in some cases we don't have a choice because we've gone to a place we shouldn't have gone, but now it's [00:19:20] too late. There are some places where it's really hard to reverse those trends. But again, when you think about the past, the population [00:19:30] base was different.
[00:19:31] And, our laws were governed in a way that protected territories. The maps were totally different. The [00:19:40] abundance was more, as humans, we exploited it, but now we need to learn from it. That's our challenge. Climate adaptation is one thing [00:19:50] learning from the past is another. And I think we're having a hard time with that because we live in a material world.
[00:19:58] We depend on a [00:20:00] material world. We're passing teachings to our children on the material world, where we should be in the school systems [00:20:10] talking about how to get out of the material world. So I, I hate to say this, but I think we're going to a [00:20:20] bad place unless we. And I mean, all human beings on this planet find a way to reverse a trend and we need to do [00:20:30] now.
[00:20:32] Thank you. 
[00:20:35] Janis Brooks: What are some of the ways that outside [00:20:40] professionals or companies can support indigenous communities in climate adaptation? 
[00:20:46] Gordon Planes: I think formal recognition of our traditional territories [00:20:50] being one. That would mean that you'd have to understand what that map looks like, because it's made up in ways that, [00:21:00] you know, it overlaps with other territories, but it also respects each other as well.
[00:21:04] We follow water. The territories are  [00:21:10] that were made by all living things. And that means that, over time we created those territories because of how, the way we [00:21:20] live. At the same time we use the teachings of all living things to help us get there. I think also at the same time as we, we can't forget the past, [00:21:30] there is a we have to understand the sad chapter of Canadian history.
[00:21:38] And I think we [00:21:40] try not to bring that up. And when we do, do we really understand it? I think there's still a lot of healing happening [00:21:50] in Canada right now. And we're still trying to work our way through that formal recognition of our territories is [00:22:00] something that people really understand.
[00:22:05] and you know, when you think [00:22:10] about Canadians we were always here. And we had a responsibility [00:22:20] to our ancestors, to the creator, and there are unwritten laws [00:22:30] and those kinds of things are so important. And I think that those kinds of laws need to be built into the Canadian [00:22:40] constitution professionals outside professionals.
[00:22:47] They might see it in a different light [00:22:50] because maybe it's because of the superiority of Western science. But at the end of the day, [00:23:00] I think professionals will look back and say, “what's the best for our children?'' Those teachings, those indigenous people have, [00:23:10] uh, is actually a good way of putting them, putting away a [00:23:20] environmental currency.
[00:23:24] And that currency today we have today doesn't help us. It actually weakens us [00:23:30] because everybody wants so much of it. They want to store it in their bank. They want to go buy cars. They want to go buy houses. They want all these really cool things. [00:23:40] Environmental currency is, um, it teaches us how to share and we make sure [00:23:50] every, every living thing has, has that sharing ability.
[00:23:56] So now that we're working in a [00:24:00] world of global scale marketing, with our professionals and these big corporations, you gotta talk to the big corporations. This is how [00:24:10] much you need to make in your lifetime. We know that anyone that's in a leadership role in big corporations, what are [00:24:20] your thoughts with your family for the future?
[00:24:24] you know, are you more powerful because you make a thousand times more than myself. [00:24:30] We should ask a lot of those kinds of questions, because if I know, if I know wealthy people and I do know some people, I [00:24:40] just said, well, your wealth is different than our wealth. We're wealthy, but we're not wealthy.
[00:24:47] Like you, I [00:24:50] think about when I went around the world and visited indigenous from different countries. I learned some really valuable [00:25:00] lessons. And that is, you don't have to have a lot of money to be wealthy. [00:25:10] And there's probably a majority of people in this world that will say I'm crazy, but it's true because you don't [00:25:20] need all of those things.
[00:25:22] Once we can get past all that. I think we can start making a change [00:25:30] and, and you know, what it is is, is, is it possible for us to actually come together as one, including big [00:25:40] industry and how, you know, you know, what I'm afraid is it, you know, it's like, do we have to do this right to the end? Or [00:25:50] can we start doing something now?
[00:25:51] So that's the way I think, anyway, Have 
[00:25:55] Janis Brooks: you had, um, any experiences or been in [00:26:00] situations where it would have been helpful or useful to your community if you had different access to like information, [00:26:10] resources or research or data, like, are there ways that that companies or professionals could support in that type of sphere?[00:26:20] 
[00:26:20] Gordon Planes: I think so you know, the great thing about. Over the years, we have had really good relationships. We built those kinds of relationships with, [00:26:30] with industry on how to work together. I think in the past, in my, in my elders times, [00:26:40] there was always this reluctance because of trust. And then plus, you know, the legacy of the Indian [00:26:50] act really hurt our people.
[00:26:53] And it's still happening today. Residual effects. We're still [00:27:00] working our way through that. I think if we're able to work on it together, then I think that what could happen is [00:27:10] we can find ways of working with professionals, big corporations. Introducing traditional knowledge into [00:27:20] every day will actually find the balance of trying to use less instead of more.
[00:27:29] And [00:27:30] maybe we'll figure out a number. You know, there's a number out there that we never even considered as human beings. And that number is [00:27:40] how much is too much, how much is not enough. How much is the balance, how can we spread out wealth? [00:27:50] And maybe if we were able to do that, we could do it locally. And maybe over time we can, we can be [00:28:00] able to look at a way of living that is more sustainable than it is now, because I really believe we're working as [00:28:10] Canadians towards sustainability.
[00:28:12] And I've seen it over my lifetime even when it comes to recycling, [00:28:20] you know, harvesting, we had to adapt to, you know, climate change. When you talk about climate change and [00:28:30] it also talks about the mistakes we made and then those mistakes, how do we correct them? I don't think so. We can [00:28:40] correct it the way we want, because the material world is in the way.
[00:28:46] So until we get to that place where [00:28:50] actually we can all agree on something that we have to do. Now there's going to be a percentage of people in [00:29:00] this world that are going to take advantage of it. And there's nothing we can do about it. So we have a huge, huge job ahead of us. [00:29:10] And I say it again and I always, well, we're not doing it for us.
[00:29:15] We're doing it for the future generations. That's why we're here. [00:29:20] That's why the creator put us here. So let's do something about it. That's the way I think. That's great. 
[00:29:29] Janis Brooks: So [00:29:30] what is one piece of advice that you would give to a professional who was working with an indigenous community for the first time?[00:29:40] 
[00:29:41] Gordon Planes:  I would say to anyone coming to our community, let's invest in the environment, let's invest in a real [00:29:50] Canada where we're  as  much a part of the environment as anything. [00:30:00] it is great to know that those ancestors we have that lived here forever, that went from generation to generation, had it down teachings [00:30:10] that were so Bible that lived in a time where, where you looked at the world totally differently and you didn't need much to [00:30:20] survive because we were taught that.
[00:30:23] We were taught that we didn't need much and if you did go out into the [00:30:30] territory, you could find what you needed to survive. So in today's world, you need to put a hundred pounds on your back to go hiking somewhere. [00:30:40] So in our world or my ancestors' world, they didn't have to have a big pack on their back and all, everything was out there.
[00:30:47] So maybe in that kind of [00:30:50] perspective, I think that's, those are a lot of really good lessons to be learned because those lessons that were learned weren't only from other humans, they're from the birds, [00:31:00] the elk, the deer, the trees, uh, everything. And I think we need to get back to that because it goes by us every day that [00:31:10] wind has power.
[00:31:15] That helps us every day. And you know, like all these gifts [00:31:20] that we're looking at every single day, the water, the plants, the animals, and [00:31:30] that alone is, is when you stand there and look at it, you know, that with those gifts is responsibility. So we're able to teach that [00:31:40] to young children growing up.
[00:31:42] responsibility, looking out there, looking at that beautiful place. I showed you the village [00:31:50] of (T-Sou-ke language) which means the sounds the pebbles make when they're being washed up on our shores. One word means a lot. [00:32:00] like my grandmother said, spring salmon place. I call it the potholes. And my grandmother said, it's the place that reads [00:32:10] the spring, salmon giving themselves back to mother earth.
[00:32:13] It's so respectful. And that's our classroom. That's [00:32:20] how they taught our children. And that's how I was taught in the classroom. Doesn't have to be in a big school. A [00:32:30] classroom can be anywhere you want it. I think the classroom is right there. When I look out my window. And it's teaching me something every [00:32:40] single day.
[00:32:41] I think we need to get back to that. And if we do, we can have a place for our babies [00:32:50] that will be healthy for their babies. We need over 6 [00:33:00] billion, 7 billion. How many people in the world, 7 billion people now. Something like that. Yeah. I just want to say how many [00:33:10] there are going to be in 20 years? I think when you all need to know that number, how many people will be here in 20 years?
[00:33:17] How many people in 50, how many people? In a hundred [00:33:20] years. Okay. We know what we have to do now. So. Western science, traditional [00:33:30] knowledge. Let's put them together. I told you something very simple, and that is that there's projections that are going to be really hard for us to manage. It's a [00:33:40] really hard number, so we know what we have to do.
[00:33:48] Let's go do it. [00:33:50] it's as simple as that. It's very simple. And again, look at the gifts out there. You have, sir, everywhere. One [00:34:00] day, those gifts could be gone. Do you really want that? So again, celebrate those gifts and if you celebrate those gifts, you'll take care of them. [00:34:10] So, I think that kind of captures a little bit about, there's so much to talk about when we get into this, but [00:34:20] 
[00:34:20] I just want to close by saying, UNSURE language, that our ancestors, [00:34:30] handed down to us, our language follows the salmon route, but at the same time, it came from the environment. [00:34:40] I think all languages did come from the environment at one time maybe language has changed because it's languages changed because of the [00:34:50] resources.
[00:34:52] Maybe language has changed because it taught us how to extract more resources. Our [00:35:00] language was there because it taught us how to take care of the environment. So I think languages in Canada, if you want a real Canada, We [00:35:10] would invest in hundreds of first nation languages. I mean, it's we're not doing it enough.[00:35:20] 
[00:35:20] That's the true Canada. If you did that, that one little example of spending dollars on something that will have a huge ripple effect that will [00:35:30] actually help us save Canada. We're just barely touching the envelope on it. If you were to teach that in schools, [00:35:40] across Canada, all of the children would learn how to take care of mother earth faster than what we're doing now.
[00:35:49] [00:35:50] And if that's the case, those children being born, growing up are your next future politicians that will actually make the right [00:36:00] choices and actually help to do something that will ensure, we're sustainable for the next hundred years. And I think if [00:36:10] Canada wanted to do something and make an investment into reconciliation, that's what they should do, [00:36:20] because then you're going to be able to protect the water, the air, the forest, everything will be able to be protected because every single Canadian [00:36:30] will learn an indigenous language.
[00:36:33] And when they do. They will get the connection. And when they get that connection, they'll see we're all out of [00:36:40] balance because I believe everyone on the planet knows we're out of balance, but we would be able to manage that balance better. If we knew the environment, if [00:36:50] we knew that we are connected to the trees, that they're alive, everything, every living thing here has a [00:37:00] reason.
[00:37:00] And we need to protect that because once it's gone, it's gone. So I think we have a lot of work to do. I'm just bringing up a couple of recommendations that [00:37:10] makes in our view logical sense, because those are the teachings that were handed down. That's why we took care of [00:37:20] our territories because of our language.
[00:37:22] And at a time when the Canada's passed, they took it away. Canada has a responsibility to give it [00:37:30] back. So we want it back and we want to share that language with all Canadians, all Canadians living in our territory, want them to learn the language with us. [00:37:40] And then when we talk about everything in our territory, we'll all be on the same page.
[00:37:46] We'll all be learning the same thing. And guess what? [00:37:50] The universe universities right there, I'm looking at it over top of that mountain. The next chapter, that's a book. Call it whatever you want. [00:38:00] But the big thing is once you get out there and have every, all the Canadians look at it, we'll know how to manage it properly.
[00:38:07] So that's my perspective on it. [00:38:10] So thank you. 
[00:38:11] Janis Brooks: Thank you very much chief that's,, that's everything I had for questions. I don't know. I think you covered a lot of really important [00:38:20] topics there, just like to open it up, if there is anything else you'd like to add about your perspective or any of the projects or things that your community [00:38:30] is doing.
[00:38:30] and if not, that's, that's fine as 
[00:38:32] Gordon Planes: well. Hmm. Well, I mean, I'll, I'll just finish off by saying this. You [00:38:40] know, if there's priorities, let's look at priorities in a way that we have action. Can we do [00:38:50] some action that can have  an effect in a short amount of time? And you know, if we're going to disturb a [00:39:00] balance I think Canadians have to acknowledge, first nations constitutional laws.
[00:39:08] That is our [00:39:10] lives. We never get out of balance right now. There's we're getting more and more green crab in our territory. We're showing up, [00:39:20] we're trying to eradicate them. They're going to have an adverse effect on our adventure Scrap. They're going to have an adverse effect on a yield grass.[00:39:30] 
[00:39:30] If we don't stop this, it's going to happen. A huge disruption to our livelihood [00:39:40] and we're not dealing with it fast enough. And maybe we need to invest in education and outreach just for that. But we don't have time for that. We need to invest in getting [00:39:50] rid of them and, and we have to find ways of learning from it because all of a sudden the green crap showed up.
[00:39:58] Look at T-Sou-ke [00:40:00] here, broom Bush. It started from soup. Somebody brought a plant. Now, it's now all the way down to the United States. It's everywhere. [00:40:10]how do we, how do we, I already said this earlier, we [00:40:20] have to try to maintain the real Canada Tepe, the real Canada. And that is plants, [00:40:30] the animals, everything that was here.
[00:40:35] in the past, we're here for a reason. [00:40:40] If they're out of balance, if there's an invasive species, we should be investing in ensuring that the integrity of this country is [00:40:50] intact. And why aren't we, we should be really asking those questions. Why aren't we, if they want to have a stimulus, [00:41:00] stimulate the economy and create jobs.
[00:41:03] Then let's look at cleaning up our backyard. And I think that's a really good [00:41:10] investment because you know why then it just shows that we care about future generations. And then if we do that, that is an unwritten law. [00:41:20] It's a part of our constitution, but I, you know what, I think it's a part of the Canadian constitution, but I think with Canadians, the dollar bill comes first.
[00:41:29] [00:41:30] So we're kind of out of balance ourselves. So hopefully we can come to terms with that. It's going to be hard. Politicians are only in [00:41:40] for four years and many wouldn't mind getting back then either. So our Canadian constitutions, they're actually there to harm us in a way that, [00:41:50] that it ain't sustainable in a way.
[00:41:54] You know what I'm trying to tell you is we have to do some [00:42:00] hard, we have to do some hard work in the future that is gonna make some harder decisions that the others like. [00:42:10] So let's be prepared for that. I'll leave that down. 
[00:42:18] Janis Brooks: Absolutely. [00:42:20] Well, thank you very much.
[00:42:24] Yeah, you're just at the end. Now you're freezing out a little bit on me there[00:42:30].
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