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[00:00:00] David Issac: Okay, fantastic. So my name is David Isaac and my traditional name is actually Wugadusk, which was given to [00:00:10] me from, or by my grandfather. And the Chief of my community chief when I was born, which actually means Northern lights. [00:00:20] I had the good fortune of, uh, Of spending or growing up, uh, partly on both coasts of Canada.
[00:00:28] So, uh, but primarily [00:00:30] here on the North shore and Coast Salish territory, where I'm coming to you, now and, yeah, very, very happy to participate. [00:00:40] And 
[00:00:40] Janis Brooks: David, where are you? , where is your family traditionally from. 
[00:00:44] David Issac: Oh, sorry. Yeah. I didn't even say that I'm originally from [00:00:50] Listuguj and make more of a community, uh, on the border of new Brunswick or sort of right in the beginning of the Maritimes.
[00:00:58] Wonderful. 
[00:00:59] Janis Brooks: [00:01:00] Thanks. So I like to just talk first about, , Some of the first nations or indigenous community [00:01:10] concerns related to climate change and adaptation that you've come across in your work. 
[00:01:17] David Issac: Yeah. Well, I would say [00:01:20] largely, I would say at the heart of our work is really about climate change, adaptation, and [00:01:30] really trying to do it in a way, unfortunately it seems it's it's Particularly the last five years previously or previous to the last five years, especially.[00:01:40] 
[00:01:40] , it really has been all really about, uh, contextualizing, a proactive measure, but we know the effects of climate change. [00:01:50], it's been reactive for the last 20 years and really, I think policy and consensus is generally, [00:02:00] it's, it's adjusted a lot over the. Over the last decade or so, we still have a long way to go, in terms of, [00:02:10] actually operationalizing a climate change strategy in, in Canada and BC in first nations communities where we focus mostly, [00:02:20] but not all.
[00:02:21], I think because, because of the dramatic effects of that we've seen, visually, and, and [00:02:30] just in the, sort of the state of the world right now, Geopolitics and other, other global issues that we're seeing the effects of [00:02:40] real-time climate change and that's enough to make people and policy makers actually start to [00:02:46] operationalize it, so that's, that's the good news. [00:02:50], of course there's many challenges, but those are, those are opportunities that we're facing together. And I really do think that sort of in this post COVID [00:03:00] world, that The first nations indigenous worldview perspective is really going to be a I think, a guiding light for, [00:03:10] poor communities, not only in first nations, Canada, but to the general public in Canada.
[00:03:16] Because this is the first time in history that [00:03:20] first nations can be part of a global solution and something that's not. Can you put it as [00:03:30] that is actually compatible with our indigenous world view in terms of technologies, in terms of, moving towards a sustainable economy in terms of, [00:03:40] mitigating impact on our events and people.
[00:03:43] And, that's really been at the heart of the sort of [00:03:50] It's been the issue, the competing paradigm with indigenous world views, it's sort of based on this very antiquated, [00:04:00] really, you know, rather Eurocentric, uh, economic system that's premised on. Infinite resources and [00:04:10] really is, has been entangled in a colonial agenda.
[00:04:14] And to this day it is being enacted on our lands and resources. So [00:04:20] until we can address these, sort of colonial underpinnings, and we're not going to be able to truthfully deal with the [00:04:30] climate change adaptation strategies. So we're on the right track. Fortunately. Great. 
[00:04:37] Janis Brooks: And when you're working with some of these first nations [00:04:40] communities, David, what are some of the specific, , climate adaptation concerns they have, like potentially around floods or [00:04:50] wildfire risk or, or things like that.
[00:04:52] Can you talk about some of those challenges? 
[00:04:55] David Issac: Yeah. So whenever we're working with a community, we try to sort [00:05:00] of. Connect with their planning departments. See if they have a comprehensive community plan or land use plan, or in some cases, some of the [00:05:10] communities do have an environmental disaster plan as well.
[00:05:16] That's something that we've been promoting for some time now. but [00:05:20] generally, yeah, we're seeing things, if it's not related directly to access to wildlife and traditional [00:05:30] harvesting such as fish and other sort of forms of diet, it is, and we're seeing that [00:05:40] increasingly the, this threat of fire, and, and blood.
[00:05:44] So these are sort of the more visible, and dramatic effects of [00:05:50] climate change that are of course increasing in frequency and sizes in real time. And, of course, you know, even talking to [00:06:00] our. Our brothers and sisters in Australia, the indigenous community down there. And they've been promoting fire management, [00:06:10] indigenous fire management for, for quite some time.
[00:06:13] And then, wherever you go in indigenous communities, whether it's [00:06:20] BC or Canada or Australia, or the U.S. there is an old history of fire managements and indigenous knowledge systems, indigenous [00:06:30] science, really, that has really just been suppressed and forgotten in many ways. So I think we can, we can, you know, [00:06:40] Hopefully start to see some, modern recognition of this indigenous science, and, and start to operationalize it, [00:06:50] both in our communities, first nations and indigenous, but also in non-indigenous communities.
[00:06:55] and just looking at, yeah, because look at the wildfires every year, [00:07:00] it's the new norm to sort of have a sky that, very ominous, no, it can't see this [00:07:10] light there in some parts of the year now, and, that's becoming almost the new norm scary stuff. 
[00:07:19] Janis Brooks: [00:07:20] so speaking of sorta some of the actions like indigenous fire management and things like that, are there other projects.
[00:07:28] , or [00:07:30] actions that you're aware of that communities are taking regarding climate adaptation or mitigation, anything else outside of sort of fire management that [00:07:40] you've seen? 
[00:07:41] David Issac: Yeah. So beyond the direct projects we do cause we, we build and source and develop, [00:07:50] community energy projects. So, namely solar, namely.
[00:07:55] When small hydro not technology. So of [00:08:00] courses, we think are in terms of a modern, uh, application, uh, the most potent, uh, from a technological [00:08:10] perspective, ways of addressing climate change. But of course there's, there's, whereas other other methods, I think we're looking at [00:08:20] communities. In the same sort of parallels and fashions that you're seeing and things like that.
[00:08:25] The health transfer with first nations health authority,  [00:08:30] the application of, of managing our own sort of day-to-day, governance and affairs and therefore lands is this is something that [00:08:40] is going to be acquired and is happening; beyond just course health we can see that happening and energy.
[00:08:49] We can see that [00:08:50] in terms of wildlife management in terms of environmental management. So I think it's part of the, the missing, spokes in the wheel that [00:09:00] allows communities to really, how about, you know, how the rightful, [00:09:10] control of their resources. And, and so, to your question. Yeah.
[00:09:15] So beyond that, we're seeing a big movement right now in particular [00:09:20] around, uh, traditional food systems and food sovereignty. Of course, I think COVID has not only highlighted the [00:09:30] need for that, this goes to all Canadians beyond First Nations communities of course, but I think. Looking at the vulnerabilities [00:09:40] of communities, looking at the, you know, the need for communities to really have [00:09:50] direct access to their own resources, or whether it's food, water, what have you is, is critical.
[00:09:56] It is going to become a new standard and we're [00:10:00] hopeful. And we see movement towards not only this sort of this energy sovereignty movement but also a [00:10:10] food sovereignty, food independence movement, and really decolonizing, not only the technologies in our lands and some of the economic systems, [00:10:20] but decolonizing our food systems.
[00:10:22] And that's where I think we're going to see this new generation of, of [00:10:30] communities where they're, they're generating you know, typical food, leafy greens and all that kind of stuff, organic, but also blending that with traditional [00:10:40] harvested, medicine, medicinal, herbs, and plants. So that's exciting.
[00:10:45] I feel that's one of the pillars really, of [00:10:50] what makes a healthy community healthy, robust and vibrant. Beyond governance beyond the obvious sort of social needs [00:11:00] is, is our own access to our food systems. And of course I'm wearing my, my inmate bias, [00:11:10] or lens or hat, you know, as shown by the Donald Marshall decision, We [00:11:20] have an inherent right to, our own sort of moderation, livelihood in our traditional food systems.
[00:11:27] in this case it was [00:11:30] lobster and seven, we're starting to see now first nations finding ways to [00:11:40] in a modern world sort of hybridized, are rather than just looking at the legal terms, but [00:11:50] actually operationalizing these new, uh, are not new these in this case old, Rulings [00:12:00] and taking that and applying that in a business case, in this, in this sense where they actually ended up buying 50% stake in Clearwater and the seafood [00:12:10] company.
[00:12:10] so we're seeing this sort of missing what it is to be it. And this is, I think part of the issue too, is there is also a tendency, [00:12:20], for everyone, but particularly maybe if. If you're not from a first nations community, there is this sort of inherent bias [00:12:30] to see first nations culture as static. And so people always reference pre-contact and post-contact. Culture is not [00:12:40] something that just stays in one place.
[00:12:44] It's not static. It's something that evolves through time. We first nations [00:12:50] are, you know, we're technologists. We were scientists. We're futurists. I think it's important for Canadians. The rest of Canada also [00:13:00] understands that. You know, things like solar power, things like, modern fishing cleats.
[00:13:07] these are in [00:13:10] continuity with, with our culture, they're not necessarily separated into versions. So it's important to also understand what it is [00:13:20] to still embody indigenous worldview perspectives. But to do it in a way that's, that's also, that allows itself to become [00:13:30] modernized. And I, and I think we're starting to see that, but more and more, but again, there is this sort of, well shouldn’t first nations. [00:13:39] No, [00:13:40] shouldn't we be out there. You know, it wouldn't wouldn't canoes and, you know, we hear all kinds of, sort of [00:13:50] Eurocentric biases that sometimes are problematic. 
[00:13:55] Janis Brooks: Thank you. So this question, I'm going to ask you a little bit differently, [00:14:00] given that you are sort of one of the professionals that goes in and Berks with communities [00:14:06] , what's important to you [00:14:10] and your company in terms of working with communities in a way that respects and upholds their indigenous knowledge [00:14:20] and values. 
[00:14:22] David Issac: Yeah. Good question. So again, that is one of the core beliefs we [00:14:30] have is to all the projects we do. They have to be in alignment with.
[00:14:34] The indigenous worldview perspectives and with those old values and [00:14:40] it's it generally is very, it transfers very well when you're dealing with things like renewable energy, [00:14:50] renewable energy is really a modernized technological embodiments of these values and these beliefs and that it's it's harmonic.
[00:14:58] It's not [00:15:00] you know, tearing up, For the top soil that of your ancestors to pop out and extract and disrupt the natural carbon [00:15:10] cycle. It's always technology. The technology of hope is really a technology that really lends itself [00:15:20] well to ancestral perspectives in that it honors the relationship with the land.
[00:15:26] So that's an easy one for [00:15:30] renewables. But generally when we're talking about you know, you have to also walk into worlds it's how do you [00:15:40] modernize in a way that doesn't defy and we know historically, particularly the last couple hundred years, [00:15:50] technologies and industry is generally, gone and violated. These relationships [00:16:00] and these belief systems, we're basically at the tail end of an antiquated, second industrial revolution, which [00:16:10] really should have ended a long time ago.
[00:16:13] And, everything, you know, in our, in our economy is sort of [00:16:20] built on this. It's a very unstable form of economy. And, and so it's a [00:16:30] great opportunity now, we're, we're, we're seeing with the unraveling of that and with the advent of digital technologies, [00:16:40] particularly the third industrial revolution in transportation, food energy.
[00:16:49] [00:16:50] Everything is basically becoming digitized, democratized, and the costs to acquire information and [00:17:00] manage a lot of information is becoming regarded, marginal costs. And so this is a great opportunity for versus nation systems that are generally. [00:17:10] More remote or they're at least economically marginalized or remote.
[00:17:16] and so this affords communities the [00:17:20] ability to become that tangibly create these circular economies, which is a bit of a buzzword the last [00:17:30] five, 10 years, but it's really becoming involved again because people are realizing, this sort of multinational trade economic system [00:17:40] buying, buying a, you know a filet of, of state that's been shipped.
[00:17:47] You know, fish that's been shipped around the [00:17:50] world twice over is obviously not working, and is enjoying being part of the future economy. So, [00:18:00], yeah, It's basically working towards what is most abundant in your backyard [00:18:10] and that's the type of economy that boasts well, for us, particularly if we managed, if the community's managed to maintain that [00:18:20] territory or is in the process of of trying to heal it.
[00:18:24] And so I think, you know, the whole self-sufficiency. [00:18:30] Requirements of operating a first nations community or a non first nations community or predominant or any community it's about how do you create a  [00:18:40] a group or a system that is as close to self-reliance as possible? That is exciting. [00:18:49]The new [00:18:50] model and one that doesn't rely on. No multinational companies and a broken system. So, the sky's the [00:19:00] limit right now for most communities. So it's great. 
[00:19:05] Janis Brooks: So if you were working with a non-indigenous [00:19:10] professional on one of your projects, what is some advice you might give them in terms of how to respect and work with [00:19:20] indigenous knowledge and values?
[00:19:22] David Issac: Absolutely. So definitely, you know, whenever we go into a community, [00:19:30] you know, you have to have a lot of hility, you know, we know we work in a very competitive sort of high tech, [00:19:40] network, and none of that matters inbox generally when, when we go into a community or say sourcing wind or, or [00:19:50] some sort of, possible energy source.
[00:19:54] First people will ask are the people that live on that land, and [00:20:00] not we always, it'll always direct us to the windiest places. They'll always direct us to certain spots and features,  so we'll [00:20:10] start with that type of knowledge, but we're going into a community though. I think it's also important to know that, Every community and across Turtle Island [00:20:20] across Canada is going through is, you know, it's in its own phase.
[00:20:26] That's particular to that community of feeling from the [00:20:30] colonial, of experience and so they're at different stages of, of decolonizing as one and one has to just sort of, [00:20:40] uh, be aware of that. And there's. Some communities. Yeah. The effects of colonization are [00:20:50] very, very close.
[00:20:51] They're still very, I mean, every community is affected by colonization, but it's, it's how, how much that's still [00:21:00] an open wound in some communities. Is this something you have to be very cautious of in terms of just being sympathetic and And [00:21:10] having empathy around that so also just knowing the history and it depends on what sector or what area you're working in particular [00:21:20] but even as I've probably mentioned, overly mentioned is to understand even renewable energy or to understand energy.
[00:21:28] It's much more than [00:21:30] just electrons and, and any more in costs or creating revenue for our community it's encoded or embedded in, in these projects are [00:21:40] environmental justice are the historical grievances, uh, is this colonial agenda? Again, to know the [00:21:50] history of energy use to know the history of colonialism, is it, energy has been, is the largest sector of the world.
[00:21:57] And it has really been [00:22:00] you know, when you're, when you're thinking about conquest and colonial machinery it's after. [00:22:10] No colonization. The next phase of colonialism has been resource extraction. I guess you could say that [00:22:20] war zones and calling it wasn't shifted away from the battlefield and into our backyards and into our sacred territories.[00:22:30] 
[00:22:30] And this is still going on today and there we're still mining. We're still extracting. We're still damning and still diverting so understanding [00:22:40] it's much more than energy. We're talking about ancestors, we're talking about the future. We're talking about fish, we're talking about [00:22:50] so many, there's a cascade effect that really comes out of these.
[00:22:55] These resources. So both positive and negative. So, [00:23:00] yeah. So when you're looking at a project, there's a potency in these projects and there's a history there [00:23:10] that, oftentimes comes unraveled through the process. And so it's important to know. But it's more [00:23:20] than an energy project in some cases, or it's more than an environmental climate project.
[00:23:25] That means a lot more. And particularly now, especially in the state of the world, you look [00:23:30] down South the craziness that the lack of, or the geopolitical craziness and instability right now, , [00:23:40] It's important that leadership has shown up at our community level. And so that's why a lot of these projects are really in some [00:23:50] ways an active protest, a very positive protest that is, or they are, they can become these beacons of change.
[00:23:58] And that's, what's really [00:24:00] exciting. Is when projects become more than just a technology or they become more than just a project where they can kind of try to [00:24:10] connect into these broader global things. But then also, if you're able to be part of the colonization process [00:24:20] even better. 
[00:24:22] Janis Brooks: So kind of along that thread, can you talk a bit about your experience and sort of what you've seen.
[00:24:28] When communities [00:24:30] take on these opportunities and embrace these new projects it becomes more than that and I'm specifically interested in hearing your perspective [00:24:40] on how, you know, moving forward and environmental or energy projects helps to build community resilience. And [00:24:50] self-sufficiency. 
[00:24:52] David Issac: Exactly. yeah.
[00:24:55] So interestingly one in five renewable energy projects in Canada [00:25:00] are, are either involving or have some sort of ownership with indigenous communities. So, we're quickly seeing. It's going against the sort of [00:25:10] historical grain, I guess if not we're seeing modernization early adoption really be embraced, by first nations and indigenous [00:25:20] communities in Canada.
[00:25:20] So it's a, usually when you think of high tech or renewable or any sort of progressive sector, [00:25:30] it usually starts in the urban centers and then trickles its way eventually to the rural and remote. But in this case, we're actually seeing the complete opposite. So I'm very excited to see that because it will also [00:25:40] just the size of our communities that we're able to create a big impact right away.
[00:25:47] And. And again, there's many things to look at [00:25:50] here, whether you talk about social determinants of health effects of the built environment. There's some algorithms that need to be sort of understood, but [00:26:00] there are again, just very basic, and this is where we sort of work in a space of the food, energy, water nexus [00:26:07] , these are sort of the [00:26:10] core requirements of a healthy, modern community. And so if you have these different spokes in the wheel, so to speak that are [00:26:20] on solid ground, then it is our belief that you start to see this cascade of factors as positive, every [00:26:30] project that we built, whether it's small or large, and if it's built visually that people can see doubtedly, the [00:26:40] community will then sort of.
[00:26:42] Be motivated to look into, to aspire to things around, say Korean housing, sustainable housing, I should [00:26:50] say, , into food systems, it just creates this beautiful snowball effect of where, where it catalyzes change. And again, this [00:27:00] is sort of this I guess the magic of renewable energy, , in that it, yeah, it really kind of turns a light on if you're looking at [00:27:10] the map of North America and you see a community put up, it doesn't matter if it's small or large, but, projects.
[00:27:16] , it suddenly, there's this light that goes [00:27:20] on in those, this constellation that is starting to form in communities. That's this sort of intangible qualitative, [00:27:30] uh, It's a special experience. You can't really, you can't put that in a business case. You can't put that in a report, but [00:27:40] the magic is really what drives a lot of our work.
[00:27:45] And again, it's building, we're seeing it build and build. And,  [00:27:50] so, so yeah,I think, It's also just becoming, you know, when you [00:28:00] think about built environments in particular, infrastructure in indigenous Canada has been awful. It's been [00:28:10] almost to the point of, you know, you look at a lot of our housing and, the standards and everything has been very much subpar [00:28:20] at best
[00:28:21] quite depressing. So a person can actually build a project and own it and have that sense of ownership. [00:28:30], there's this, this pride, it sends out of a project as well as connecting to a theme of modernization, as well as the theme of, [00:28:40] of becoming part of, uh, you know, some global citizen efforts.  This is a beautiful thing.
[00:28:48] And again, it's, this [00:28:50] is something we find, it's almost exclusive to the environmental and energy space, but, , I think  it's, [00:29:00] it's something that you have to, work towards  and, and understand it's not just, there's so much more that can be stocked on these projects, if [00:29:10] you can. Sort of  articulate them, but whether you do or don'ts there, it's there and it's going to emerge.[00:29:20] 
[00:29:21] Janis Brooks: Great. So what are some ways that outside, meaning not from an indigenous community, not [00:29:30] necessarily connected with them right now  outside professionals and companies can support indigenous communities in climate adaptation. [00:29:40] 
[00:29:41] David Issac: Well, I think,  certainly,  if there's [00:29:50] definitely. Ways to do that, whether it's through partnering on, on specific projects and giving the community, perhaps more of a role in leading [00:30:00] it, I'm always a fan of, the ownership of projects is, is very important to us.
[00:30:07], quite often, [00:30:10] , just, just by way of the apparatus of, of grants and funding and allocation of resources , it is [00:30:20] quickly becomes, uh, not the intention of companies, but you know, it is, there is a bit of a, no, a lot of [00:30:30] the funding and resources can oftentimes be. Absorbed by a lot of consultants and different sorts of industry, , [00:30:40] firms.
[00:30:40], so there is a bit of a history there, that I think the whole sort of sector needs to be aware of and, [00:30:50] and to have an effective way to. Both manage and address that and so yeah, the more that first nations can authentically [00:31:00] become part of these projects that are on their own land that are also making these engineering and planning firms quite wealthy.
[00:31:09], that [00:31:10] wealth needs to be redistributed both from a monetary perspective, but also of course, from a day-to-day perspective, Back into the communities, how that is. I don't [00:31:20] have the answers, but I think there needs to be more of a concerted effort in at least acknowledgement and understanding that the system that's deployed [00:31:30] currently though, it's, well-intended tends to favor the grant writers and the engineering writing firms that [00:31:40] are trying to assist first nations communities.
[00:31:43] But maybe doing so in a very, you know, definitely, you know, at times, yeah. It's just, [00:31:50] it's a, it's a bit more of a business minded approach. So I think, , in the spirit of reconciliation, I think it, you know, going beyond [00:32:00] and looking at how do you, yeah, how do you. Operationalize that, and I think that's where companies can.
[00:32:07] I think we would make a lot of sense to actually [00:32:10] partner with, with communities and to, to actually create special purpose vehicles and to create more of a cooperative model, I think for first [00:32:20] nations but that's sort of diverging in other places, but yeah. 
[00:32:27] Janis Brooks: Have you found, on the majority of projects [00:32:30] you've done and, you know, hearing you talk.
[00:32:32] Earlier a little bit about encouraging communities for hardened planning would you say that [00:32:40] communities generally have good access to information or is that something that could potentially support them by, you know, better sharing of studies [00:32:50] and technologies and things like that? 
[00:32:53] David Issac: Yeah , I think, I think a lot of communities nowadays are becoming [00:33:00] more and more you know, they have more access to the internet and more access to information sharing [00:33:08], but I do [00:33:10] think that, yeah, we're, we're always, communities are generally in such a catch up mode and trying to sort of plug the holes in the whole revolt that [00:33:20] I'm thinking about. Some of these, you know, disaster management plans and some of these more, [00:33:30] proactive, practices can sometimes feel like a luxury type of exercise for some communities.
[00:33:39] So [00:33:40] again, standardizing, maybe, some of these, some of these, these practices, and then also knowing that within the mechanics of community person, indigenous [00:33:50] governance, Day to day sort of nuts and bolts of how communities operated by no means is, I mean, this is that's a system itself that needs to [00:34:00] be constantly redesigned and I would argue radically,  so contributing to the overall conversation of how, [00:34:10] especially in light of where technology's going in light of.
[00:34:15] Decentralized digitized information, economy of [00:34:20] sharing, you know, this future economy, where, how can we contextualize that for a first nation or an indigenous community? [00:34:30] maybe being aware of where the trends are going because the trends are, it's a very positive, uh, thing or direction so [00:34:40] maybe being proactive with, with communities, , and yeah, just getting away from the status quo type of type of projects and, you know, [00:34:50] communities need to have a little bit, you know, we need to, yeah, we need to step outside of the Indian act [00:35:00] structures and start looking into this more.
[00:35:02] Community pride and more qualitative benefits, as opposed to just the [00:35:10] traditional metrics of measuring emissions reductions or this and that. There's other things that I think make a community, [00:35:20] happier and the well-being of the community isn't measured. The GDP of Canada certainly doesn't transfer well [00:35:30] to how community works in our indigenous communities.
[00:35:38] It's very much the [00:35:40] again, we just need to also understand that the metrics of even our own economy outside of the first security community is in need of an [00:35:50] overhaul. not to mention our own sort of first nations communities. 
[00:35:57] Janis Brooks: Great. So this is my last question [00:36:00] here,what is one piece of advice that you would give to a professional who might be working [00:36:10] with a first nations community for the first time?
[00:36:15] David Issac: Okay. I definitely would say [00:36:20] spend as much time as you can in, in the community and, and try to spend more than a day or two, try to [00:36:30] get out there and try to go and have a coffee at the local restaurants. Try to get to know and allow people to invite you to various, [00:36:40]activities there.
[00:36:42] There's always a bit of  shyness but it's there. And I think it's important to, to [00:36:50] be able to, yeah. To, to spend time and to be in the community to really truly understand it. And once you truly understand it a little bit more, I mean, you'll never [00:37:00] fully know, but you need to immerse yourself in the community.
[00:37:04] , th you can take that perspective then when it becomes a desktop exercise back [00:37:10] in we're office and whatever city you have that connection and you see that it's, you know, you can attach faces and you can [00:37:20] attach smells and places to the community, and that sense in the actual community itself I think that's been part of it.
[00:37:27] Part of an issue is particularly remote [00:37:30] communities. Is people consultants and just by the nature of geography and and just just how, how it's [00:37:40] structured. Some clients they'll spend a day or two there'll be out. You really need to get to know the community. You have to represent the community you're becoming, uh, [00:37:50] you're a lot of communities.
[00:37:53] Will regard you as an agent of change and positive change in the community's social responsibility. [00:38:00] And so that's why there has to be, yeah, there's a responsibility that comes with the work. So [00:38:10] that's a white house to pair that with with the experience in community.
[00:38:17] Janis Brooks: Well, that's it for my questions, but I'll [00:38:20] kind of open it. If you have any final thoughts or anything to close with. 
[00:38:25] David Issac: No, those were good. Good questions. Yeah. [00:38:30] At times I think I wandered off and forgot what the actual question was. , 
[00:38:37] Janis Brooks: that's the joy of Gideon editing, [00:38:40] right.
[00:38:43] David Issac: And less rambling. Yeah. But 
[00:38:47] Janis Brooks: I think it's great. Cause you have, you know, like I [00:38:50] said, that different perspective of. Actually working on and implementing and creating projects within communities. Whereas a lot of the discussions we've had [00:39:00] so far have been from the other side with community members and leaders that talk about their experience in developing those.
[00:39:06] So nice to have that, that other side of it too. [00:39:10] Yeah. 
[00:39:10] David Issac: On that note, I should, I should maybe mention that too, also understanding that if you are invited to a [00:39:20] community and you're working with the community , that again, we're also generally working within a It's sort [00:39:30] of a colonial governance structure and as such, you know, you're the representatives of the community you're who you, who you [00:39:40] work for and are invited to that community by are also just sort of, just one [00:39:50] aspect of leadership and the responsibility to the community as a whole.
[00:39:56] And since then it's [00:40:00] more of a lateral hierarchy in first nations communities it's generally matriarchal it's it's generally again not the system that we're [00:40:10] accustomed to and as such, there's a bit of, of balance between yeah, the direct day-to-day leadership that you interface with, [00:40:20] but there's also the [00:40:21] the community members themselves quite often that's part of a systemic issue around our sort of governance. And it's sort of a [00:40:30] divide between traditional governance and modern day elected leaders. But or trying to just understand that. Yeah, [00:40:40] it's an inspired limit. Oh, on the systems. It's no folks in you, right.
[00:40:46] It's something that's to be aware of. [00:40:50] And that's, again, it goes to why it's important to spend time in the community to make connections, uh, with everyday, you know, community members so that you can. [00:41:00] You can get some of the spirit of the community and some of the wisdom that comes out of that, that may show itself, when you're back in your offices.
[00:41:09] And, [00:41:10] and it just sort of adds a little bit more life to that report. So…
[00:41:17] Janis Brooks: yeah. Wow. That's wonderful. [00:41:20] , like I said, no more questions for me, so. Okay. Well, thanks for taking the time. Really appreciate it and, uh, enjoy the [00:41:30] rest of your day. 
[00:41:31] David Issac: Thanks for you as well. 
[00:41:32] Janis Brooks: Okay. Take care. Bye.
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