Using Microsoft Co-pilot: https://m365.cloud.microsoft/chat/

Prompt to Re-design an existing assignment as an Authentic Assignment: 


I am teaching a 3rd year level university undergraduate course.
Course mode: blended face to face and online
Here is my course description: 

Course Title:
GEOG 342: Urban Landscapes and Sustainable Cities
Course Description:
This course explores the dynamic relationship between urban development and sustainability in the 21st century. Students will examine the spatial, social, economic, and environmental dimensions of urbanization through a geographic lens. Topics include urban planning, transportation networks, housing, green infrastructure, climate resilience, and social equity. Using case studies from around the world, students will critically assess how cities can adapt to global challenges such as climate change, migration, and technological innovation.
The course is delivered in a blended format, combining interactive online modules with in-person seminars, fieldwork, and collaborative projects. Students will engage with GIS tools, urban data analysis, and community-based research to develop practical and theoretical insights into sustainable urban futures.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Analyze the spatial patterns and processes of urbanization using geographic theories and tools.
2. Evaluate the sustainability challenges and opportunities facing contemporary cities.
3. Apply GIS and urban data to assess urban infrastructure, land use, and environmental impacts.
4. Design evidence-based strategies for sustainable urban development in diverse global contexts.
5. Collaborate effectively in interdisciplinary teams to address real-world urban issues through research and presentation.
6. Reflect critically on the role of policy, planning, and community engagement in shaping urban futures.

Here is a current assessment I am using in the course: 


Absolutely! Here's a simplified, essay-style assignment for your course that still aligns with Learning Outcomes #1, #2, and #5, but is more traditional and less tied to professional tools or real-world planning work:

Assignment Title: Essay on Urban Sustainability Challenges
Due Date: [Insert Date]
Length: 1,500–2,000 words
Weight: 20% of final grade
Format: Individual or Pair Work (students may choose to work alone or with one partner)

Assignment Description:
In this essay, you will choose one city (anywhere in the world) and explore how it is shaped by urbanization and sustainability challenges. You will describe the city’s spatial layout, identify key sustainability issues it faces, and reflect on how these issues affect different communities within the city.
You are encouraged to use maps, images, or basic data (if helpful), but the focus is on writing a clear, thoughtful essay that shows your understanding of urban geography and sustainability.

Essay Questions to Guide You:
1. Urban Form and Growth 
· How has the city grown or changed over time?
· What are some key features of its layout (e.g., downtown, suburbs, transport routes)?
2. Sustainability Challenges 
· What are two major sustainability issues the city is facing (e.g., pollution, traffic, housing, green space)?
· Why are these issues important, and who is most affected?
3. Reflection and Collaboration 
· If working with a partner: How did you divide the work and what did you learn from working together?
· If working alone: What did you find most interesting or surprising while researching this city?

Assessment Criteria:
· Clear explanation of urban patterns and sustainability issues
· Use of course concepts and examples
· Organization, clarity, and writing quality
· Thoughtful reflection on collaboration or learning process
· Proper referencing of any sources used



It fulfils the Learning Outcomes listed above #1, #2 and #5. 


I would like to get some ideas ways to design this assessment as an authentic and alternative assessments that fulfil the same learning outcomes. Please consider and use the 4’As model of authentic Assessment pasted below: 

Anchored: Real-world tasks ​
​
Active: Performance-based, creative tasks, application ​
​
Assessable: Clear criteria, rubrics, transparency, aligned with LO's ​
​
AI-Aware: Design with or against AI intentionally







Prompt to design a new authentic assignment using the 4 A’s of Authentic Assessment: 

I am teaching a 3rd year level university undergraduate course.
Course mode: blended face to face and online
Here is my course description: 

Course Title:
GEOG 342: Urban Landscapes and Sustainable Cities
Course Description:
This course explores the dynamic relationship between urban development and sustainability in the 21st century. Students will examine the spatial, social, economic, and environmental dimensions of urbanization through a geographic lens. Topics include urban planning, transportation networks, housing, green infrastructure, climate resilience, and social equity. Using case studies from around the world, students will critically assess how cities can adapt to global challenges such as climate change, migration, and technological innovation.
The course is delivered in a blended format, combining interactive online modules with in-person seminars, fieldwork, and collaborative projects. Students will engage with GIS tools, urban data analysis, and community-based research to develop practical and theoretical insights into sustainable urban futures.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
7. Analyze the spatial patterns and processes of urbanization using geographic theories and tools.
8. Evaluate the sustainability challenges and opportunities facing contemporary cities.
9. Apply GIS and urban data to assess urban infrastructure, land use, and environmental impacts.
10. Design evidence-based strategies for sustainable urban development in diverse global contexts.
11. Collaborate effectively in interdisciplinary teams to address real-world urban issues through research and presentation.
12. Reflect critically on the role of policy, planning, and community engagement in shaping urban futures.

I would like to get some ideas on authentic and alternative assessments that I could use in the course. Please consider and use the 4’As model of authentic Assessment pasted below: 

Anchored: Real-world tasks ​
​
Active: Performance-based, creative tasks, application ​
​
Assessable: Clear criteria, rubrics, transparency, aligned with LO's ​
​
AI-Aware: Design with or against AI intentionally



